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Looking Forward 
to…. 

November: 
21: Gr. 2’s to Markham 
Theatre 
21-25: Scholastic Book Fair 
22nd: Photo Re-takes 
23: Progress Reports 
24: Evening interviews 

25: PA Day/Interviews 
 
December: 
21: Kindie Concert  6 p.m. 
23: Last day of school 
 
 
January: 
9:  School Begins again 
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LUNCHTIME OFF PROPERTY 
 

This year we have many students whose parents have given them permission to leave the 
school during lunchtime. Some of those students do go home for lunch as they live close by. 
Most, however, go to the park surrounding the school. Recently there have been a number of 
incidents that have caused us concern and it was felt that we needed to let parents know what 
those were so that they could have a conversation with their child and determine if leaving the 
school at lunch is their best option. 
 
Firstly, it should be said that giving students increased freedoms does help build responsibility. 
Students are faced with many choices to make and, without direct adult guidance and supervi-
sion, have to make positive choices. For the most part this is happening. Students are watch-
ing the clock and are returning on time, the park is clean, etc.  
 
Over the past few weeks there have been a number of minor accidents, bumps, scrapes, etc., 
while student were playing which we have dealt with back at school. We have also begun to 
hear from some students, and witnessed by some adults (community members and teachers) 
about some poor choices. Children running on to the road while being chased, climbing over 
fences, climbing trees and climbing on top of park buildings.  As you can imagine, the likeli-
hood of serious injury is there.  We have also heard many reports of inappropriate language 
being used.  
 
Just this past week a small encampment was discovered in the woods beside the school where 
drug paraphernalia was present. It was taken away one day by school staff and disposed of, 
but more was found the next day. This has been reported to the Police for investigation. Given 
that we do not provide supervision off school property we are unable to stop students from 
going there, though we have cautioned them.   
 
All the grade 6, 7 and 8 classes have been spoken to about these above situations. We have 

mentioned about their making good choices while off property, and that they are responsible 

for their behavior. They also do need to report any issues to both the school, and to parents, 

as parents are ultimately responsible for their child’s behavior while they are off property for 

lunch. Please have a discussion with your child about these incidents. If you feel that you do 

not want them leaving the school property for lunch, please contact the office and we can 

amend our list.  
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

 
School Council met last week and 
had a very productive meeting, ap-
proving $5,000.00 in expenses for 
our student     Badgers.  A break-
down of those expenses will be 
noted in next week’s E Bulletin. 
 
Please don’t forget about our QSP 
magazine campaign as it is still on-
going.  This is a great time to order 
magazines for  your friends and 
family as Christmas presents or just 
for yourselves.  The prices are great 
and it benefits our school!  We are 
a few thousand away from our goal 
this year.  Every magazine order 
counts!  Let’s make this our biggest 
year yet! 
 
Some parents have been inquiring 
with respect to Badger Gear. Coun-
cil will be discussing this in our 
January meeting. Stay tuned. 
 
Finally, don’t forget to visit Boston 
Pizza for lunch or dinner.  Place 
your receipt in the Harry Bowes 
Public School box at the front door 
and they will give a portion of your 
bill to our school! 

PROGRESS REPORT CARDS 

Our Ontario Growing Success document states that for the progress report, teachers 

must report on a student’s progress towards expectations, rather than the achieve-

ment of expectations and that teachers are to describe a  student’s strengths and 

next steps as opposed to determining a percentage mark or grade. 

The degrees of progress on the progress report do not equate with the four levels of 

achievement on the Ontario achievement chart.  The Provincial  Learning Goal for all 

students is a level 3 on the achievement chart.  On the  progress reports, however, 

this would equate to a student progressing very well.  This means that the student is 

expected to achieve the Provincial learning goal of a level B on the Provincial Report 

card for Term 1 in February. Progressing well means that a student is likely to achieve 

the Provincial Learning Goal in February. 

When a student receives a progressing well or very well in November, it does not  

necessarily mean that he/she will receive an A or a B in February. 

IS YOUR CHILD MISSING 
CLOTHING? 

 
The clothing from our lost and 
found will be on display in the 
front foyer from Tuesday to 
Friday.  Please check for any 
items that your child may have 
misplaced.  You would be 
amazed at what ends up in our 
lost and found! 
 

The Scholastic Book Fair  
Is coming to our library next week!  Students will be 
able to browse during their library time and shop at 
recesses from Monday-Thursday (November 21-
24.)  Parents are invited to visit the book fair on 
Thursday evening from 4-8pm during inter-
views.  Families that attend can enter a draw to win 
$25 worth of books for both home and for the class-
room.  All proceeds will go back into library re-
sources and programming.  There are lots of great 
deals and gift ideas, so we are hoping for your sup-
port to make this a successful event.  


